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how to replace your
water-guzzling lawn
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bird-friendly garden
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ABOUT THE AU THORS

The authors of this comic book have taken what generously
might be described as an “innovative” approach to habitat
conservation. Others might just call them “weirdos.”
We realize the photos could really sway you either way.
These authors were students in Los Angeles Audubon’s
Baldwin Hills Greenhouse Program. They spent the
2010-2011 school year conducting research at Baldwin
Hills Scenic Overlook State Park, completing hands-on
habitat restoration projects at various locations within
the Ballona Creek Watershed, writing and implementing
environmental science curriculum for elementary school
students, and keeping a sketchbook. Drawing on all they
learned during the school year (pun intended), they spent
their summer writing and illustrating this comic book.
Rina Arce, after spending two years developing methods
to create hand-made paper from invasive plants and
teaching others how to make paper, currently attends
UC Irvine. Jamise Caesar, now at UC Berkeley, not only
taught third-graders how to use binoculars but also went
on a trip to China to put her Mandarin skills to good use.
Yuisi Dennis is an artist and habitat restoration specialist
who is also working on a documentary. He can clear a
hillside of euphorbia AND teach a fourth-grader how to
use a compass. Jimmy Perez, having studied methods
for protecting young native trees from deadly gophers,
now fights off banana slugs at UC Santa Cruz. A corvidwatcher extraordinaire, Joyce Realegeno monitored
urban crows and ravens for her research project, served
as an intern at the Venice Beach Least Tern colony, and
currently meanders among the redwoods of the UC
Santa Cruz campus. Reynalda Martinez, comics veteran,
studied how visitors engage with nature at the Baldwin
Hills Scenic Overlook State Park and is in her second
year of the Greenhouse Program. Now a third-year
Greenhouse Program star, Joanna Ruacho has taught
elementary school students how to test soil, identify birds,
understand the ecological importance of pollinators, and
care for native plants... in English AND Spanish. Jessica
“Plants Can Be Friends” Sosa is now in her third and
final year as a greenhouse intern. A recipient of the Planet
Connect grant (one of just ten nation-wide each year), she
is continuing her study of companion planting between
native and food plants. Stacey Vigallon, Los Angeles
Audubon’s Director of Interpretation and manager of the
Baldwin Hills Greenhouse Program, guided this rabble
of authors through the project and told them it was
perfectly okay to combine art and science for a living if
they wanted to.

Why One Should Kill One’s Lawn
‘Why should I kill my lawn?’ you ask?
‘It sounds like such an arduous task!’
But considering its eventual perks,
You’ll realize that it’s rewarding work.
For when you’ve switched your lawn to native,
Your landscaping ideas will become creative.
And once your garden has turned habitat,
Countless Californians will thank you for that!

We, the students of the Baldwin Hills
Greenhouse Program, are well acquainted
with the many facets that encompass Southern
California as a community: family, work, play,
environment, livelihood. We’ve done a lot…
Getting elementary school students and their
families involved in the green movement,
planting gardens for them to maintain and
harvest, researching new ways to repair the
ecosystem in order to restore habitat for
California’s wildlife. We really have a strong
sense of community! And, although we’re all
just starting out (some of us in high school,
some of us barely college freshmen), we deeply
value the importance of making the world a
little easier to live in. So, when we considered
taking on the relentless job of convincing
our fellow neighbors to “kill” their lawns, we
had the community in mind. And, because
Southern California’s climate makes it very
time-consuming and ecologically expensive to
sustain non-native turf grass, there is a pressing
need to switch over to more sustainable
landscaping solutions.

Have you ever noticed just how many lawns are
in your neighborhood? Ever stop to realize what
type of climate you live in? Here in Southern
California, we dwell in a Mediterranean climate,
which means we get most of our rainfall in the
fall and winter and that our summer months are
drrrrryyyyy. So, when was the last time you met
a nicely groomed lawn that didn’t need yearround care and irrigation? With that in mind,
do you remember how high your water bill was
last month? Of course you do! And your lawn
probably contributed more to that bill than your
daily thirty-minute showers (its okay, we’ve all
done it). Maybe it’s time to consider replacing
that water-guzzling lawn with something easier
on your bank account and the environment.
This comic book is here to guide you through
your journey to water efficiency and going
native (with native plant species)!

*

* We found this information in “Turf Grass Madness: Reasons to Reduce the Lawn in Your Landscape” by the
University of Delaware Cooperative Extension, Sustainable Landscape Series Bulletin #130 (March 2010).

Sources that were useful to us and might be useful to you too…
This comic book was based on and inspired by Garry George’s original “Kill Your Lawn” article, published in the
Western Tanager, Los Angeles Audubon’s newsletter (Vol 69, Issue 1, September/October 2002). You can view an
updated version of this article (Vol 77, Issue 2, November/December 2010) in the newsletter archives at
www.losangelesaudubon.org
Native Plant Nurseries near Los Angeles:
Theodore Payne Foundation - theodorepayne.org
Las Pilitas Nursery - laspilitas.com
Tree of Life Nursery - californianativeplants.com
Great online resources:
Audubon at Home – just type “audubon at home” into a search engine for the most up-to-date web address
Calflora - calflora.org
California Native Plant Society - cnps.org
California Invasive Plant Council - cal-ipc.org
Stuff we read that helped with this comic book…
Books:
Birds of the Los Angeles Region by Kimball Garrett, Jon Dunn, and Bob Morse (2006).

National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Birds by Miklos Udvardy (1977).
Insects of the Los Angeles Basin by Charles Hogue (1993).

Designing California Native Gardens: The Plant Community Approach to Artful, Ecological Gardens by Glenn Keator
and Alrie Middlebrook (2007).
Introduction to California Native Plant Life by Robert Ornduff, Phyllis Faber, and Todd Keeler-Wolf (2003).
Articles (you can find these online with a little detective work):

“Turf Grass Madness: Reasons to Reduce the Lawn in Your Landscape” by the University of Delaware Cooperative
Extension, Sustainable Landscape Series Bulletin #130 (March 2010).
“Turf War” by Elizabeth Kolbert, The New Yorker ( July 2008).

“Why Mow? The Case Against Lawns” by Michael Pollan, The New York Times Magazine (May 1989).
Crazy about backyard wildlife? Here’s more to think about…
Once you’ve killed your lawn and replaced it with native plants, you might also want to consider adding a water
feature to attract even more wildlife. There are many options out there for water-wise water features. They can be as
simple as a birdbath or as fancy as a stream with a pump for recycling the water used. There are also ways to collect
and use our seasonal rainwater as well. The National Wildlife Federation offers some good advice on their website:
www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/Outdoor-Activities/Garden-for-Wildlife/Create-a-Habitat.aspx
The authors would like to thank their friends and families for supporting them in undertaking this project; Robert Jeffers
at Dorsey High School for coordinating studio space and A/V support all summer; Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook
State Park for being an essential part of the Greenhouse Program; Dr. Margot Griswold for guidance on content; Garry
George and Martha Balkan for supporting the idea of this project all these years; and TogetherGreen for funding.

Thank you for taking an interest in your future
and the future of California!
By picking up this particular comic book you…

Consciously made the decision to care about the
area in which you reside.
Are open to the idea of turning your yard into
a living, thriving work of art, making your
neighborhood a little spiffier.
Just might allow friends, like Mr. Elderberry
and Ms. Cactus Wren, the chance to flourish and
prosper.
Started on your way to make living in Southern
California’s dry climate all the more sustainable.

This project was made possible by a grant from the
TogetherGreen Conservation Leadership Program
and a generous donation to Los Angeles Audubon.
For more information about these organizations visit
their websites at

togethergreen.org

losangelesaudubon.org
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